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Committee overview

UNESCO is responsible for initiating international collaboration in regards to education, science,

and culture, and focuses on maintaining heritage sites, assisting academic institutions, as well as

advocating for freedom of expression. In the context of this MUN committee, delegates work to

uphold these mandates by developing policies that promote inclusive education, safeguard cultural

heritage, and strengthen international cooperation. As a specialized UN agency, UNESCO plays a

crucial role in global governance by setting international standards, coordinating multilateral action,

and supporting Member States in addressing shared challenges that transcend national borders.

Background on the topic

World Heritage sites hold cultural and natural value that cannot be replaced. Many of these sites are

now under pressure from growing cities and expanding economies. Construction, pollution, and

heavy tourism can damage the qualities that make these places important.

History shows how easily heritage can be lost. Rapid development in the past century changed or

destroyed historic areas in many regions. The loss of the Bamiyan Buddhas in Afghanistan showed

how conflict can threaten cultural identity. More recently, Liverpool lost its World Heritage status

because of large development projects that changed the character of the site.

The global stance today supports a balance between development and preservation. UNESCO

encourages countries to protect heritage through strong laws, careful planning, and community

involvement. Many governments now see heritage as part of sustainable development. It can

support tourism, education, and local identity when managed responsibly.

Data highlights the growing pressure. Urban populations are expected to rise sharply by mid

century. This will increase the strain on nearby heritage sites. In Angkor, the use of groundwater

linked to tourism has weakened temple foundations. In Venice, rising water levels and mass tourism

threaten the city’s long term survival. These examples show why coordinated action is needed to

protect sites for future generations.

Key terms and definitions

World Heritage site: A cultural or natural place recognized by UNESCO as having outstanding

universal value.

Conservation: Actions that protect a site so it remains in good condition over time.

Urbanization: The growth of cities as more people move into urban areas.

Economic development: Growth in jobs, industry, and infrastructure that can affect nearby

heritage sites.

Cultural identity: The shared history, traditions, and values that connect a community.

Sustainable tourism: Tourism that protects a site while supporting local communities.

Impact assessment: A study that evaluates how a project might affect a heritage site.
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Site management plan: A plan that guides how a heritage site is protected and used.

Authenticity: The original character and features that make a site historically meaningful.

Relevant UN bodies and resolutions

UN Bodies

UNESCO is the main body responsible for World Heritage. It oversees the World Heritage

Convention and works with countries to protect cultural and natural sites. UNEP supports

environmental protection around natural heritage areas. UN Habitat helps cities plan growth in a

way that does not harm heritage sites.

Conventions/Treaties

• World Heritage Convention

• Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage

• Convention on Biological Diversity

• World Heritage List

• UNESCO sustainable tourism programs

• UNESCO site management guidelines

Major actors and their relevance

Countries

• Italy - Hosts many World Heritage sites. Urban growth and tourism create pressure on

historic areas. Italy works with UNESCO to protect sites while supporting local economies.

• China - Has many cultural and natural heritage sites. Rapid urban growth creates challenges

for conservation. China invests in restoration projects and site management plans.

• Egypt - Its heritage sites attract global attention. Tourism and development projects affect

these areas. Egypt works with UNESCO to protect archaeological sites and manage visitor

impact.

• Mexico - Has a wide range of cultural and natural heritage sites. Urban expansion and

tourism affect several locations. Mexico works with UNESCO to strengthen conservation and

community involvement.

Organisations

• NGOs - ICOMOS and similar groups: support research, conservation, and site monitoring.

• Private sector - Tourism companies and construction firms: influence how heritage sites

are used.

• The European Union and the African Union: support cultural programs and heritage

protection.
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Guiding questions

• 1. What pressures do heritage sites face from urban growth and economic projects?

• 2. How can countries balance development with the protection of cultural and natural sites?

• 3. What tools or laws help governments protect heritage?

• 4. How can local communities take part in conservation?

• 5. What role should tourism play in supporting or protecting heritage?

• 6. How can countries manage construction projects near heritage sites?

• 7. What steps can governments take when a site is at risk of losing its value?

• 8. How can international cooperation help countries protect sites that face long term threats?


